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last weekend in Orlando. Motive
doesn’t matter without the means.

Finally, we must lift the ban on gun
violence research. Our best minds
should have access to gun violence sta-
tistics and be encouraged to study
ways to stem the tide of violence. The
Second Amendment cannot be abridged
by basic scientific studies.

Would these policies stop all gun vio-
lence? Of course not.

But I am repulsed by the moments of
silence that just are for show. No other
industrialized country has such blood-
soaked streets. By remaining silent, we
are complicit in these crimes.

To the Latino and LGBT commu-
nities that are dealing with this un-
imaginable tragedy, I mourn with you
and stand with you against this tide of
hatred.

To my colleagues, I plead with you,
please, stop the idolatry of weapons of
death.

———————

REMEMBERING THOSE LOST IN
THE JUNE 11TH SHOOTING IN OR-
LANDO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I join my colleagues in
praying for the victims and the im-
pacted families from Saturday’s ter-
rorist attack in Orlando, Florida.

This terrorist attack serves as a re-
minder that we must do everything
possible to defeat those who inspire
hate and we must eradicate ISIS before
other incidents occur.

Mr. Speaker, over the past 2 years
alone, 73 American lives have been
taken by acts of terrorism here at
home, in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, the first duty of Amer-
ican leadership is the safety of our citi-
zens and our families. When American
leadership fails, our citizens pay a
heavy price.

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF FARM
CREDIT

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the 100th anniversary of the
farm credit, which was signed into law
through the Federal Farm Loan Act of
1916 and was created to be a source of
competitive credit for those who live
and work in rural America.

Today, the farm credit system plays
a vital role in the success of our rural
communities throughout our 50 States
and in Puerto Rico, providing more
than $237 billion in loans to more than
500,000 customers.

Now, while the farm credit system
has a national footprint, its leaders are
local. There are nearly 75 independ-
ently owned and operated farm credit
organizations across the Nation, acting
as cooperatives, owned by its cus-
tomers with a deep understanding of
agriculture in their area.

Agriculture is the number one indus-
try in Pennsylvania, my home State,
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and I can tell you that the farm credit
system has played a major role in help-
ing farm families survive and thrive
through the use of financing, the con-
struction of new buildings, the pur-
chase of land, the pursuit of agri-
business opportunities, and the pur-
chase of new equipment to remain
competitive.

The farm credit system has also been
vital to helping new farmers in Penn-
sylvania hit the ground running and to
start to grow their new businesses.

Mr. Speaker, American agriculture is
responsible for feeding our local com-
munities, our Nation, and the world as
a whole. It is my hope that the farm
credit system will assist our farms for
generations to come.

———
AL RIDDLEY’S PRAYER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. BusTOS) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Al Riddley of
Springfield, Illinois, who is giving this
afternoon’s opening prayer.

This tradition of a congressional
prayer dates back all the way to the
Continental Congress in 1774. It has
guided the House of Representatives
through trying and through difficult
times. That is why I can think of no
better person to lead us in prayer this
afternoon.

Al has dedicated his life to helping
others and improving our communities
in Illinois. Throughout his entire pro-
fessional career, he has extended a
helping hand to the most vulnerable,
especially our friends and our neigh-
bors in need.

Al serves on the Governor’s Commis-
sion on the Elimination of Poverty. As
the recent past executive director of
the Illinois Coalition for Community
Services, he has worked to empower
volunteers through education and
grassroots organizing.

As a minister, Al gives the best ser-
mons I have ever heard. He can move
congregations to tears. He can give
them a good laugh. And I can guar-
antee you that if you hear him, there is
never a congregation that doesn’t walk
away feeling inspired to make a dif-
ference in the lives of their neighbors.

That is why it makes me proud to
say that Al Riddley is going to be giv-
ing the opening prayer later this after-
noon, and I am honored to have him
here with us today.

———

TRUTH ABOUT THE BABY BODY
PARTS INDUSTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to bring attention to the research
that the Select Investigative Panel on
Infant Lives is conducting. On April 20
of this year, Select Investigative Panel
on Infant Lives Chairman MARSHA
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BLACKBURN held a hearing on the pric-
ing of fetal tissue and found broad con-
sensus among witnesses that Federal
law may have been violated when abor-
tion clinics profited from the sale of
baby body parts and the privacy of
women may have been violated in the
process.

Let’s take a look at what the panel
found. First, and possibly the most
shocking, is a Web site where one pro-
curement business, whose name has
been redacted, has set up an online
order form. From this Web site, a user
can select what type of parts they
want: baby brains, baby tongue, scalp,
reproductive organs. The quantity is
then selected of the gestational period
chosen. The user even has shipping op-
tions.

This is truly appalling. This is online
shopping for baby parts, and this pro-
curement business has made it as easy
as possible.
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But these procurement businesses are
not doing this by themselves. They are
only the middlemen in a transaction
between the supplier—or abortion clin-
ic—and the end user.

As seen on exhibit B2, this procure-
ment business markets itself in its bro-
chure to abortion clinics as a way for
the clinics to make additional income
by allowing the procurement business
technicians to collect tissues and or-
gans from aborted babies immediately
after an abortion is completed. The
brochure uses the words ‘‘financially
profitable,” ‘‘fiscally rewards,” and ‘‘fi-
nancial benefit to your clinic.”

The Select Investigative Panel on In-
fant Lives’ investigation revealed that
the procurement business technician
performs every conceivable task in the
harvesting process immediately after
an abortion. For this, the procurement
business is charged a fee by the clinic,
even though the clinics are not incur-
ring any additional costs in the proc-
ess, thus they are making money off of
this horrific act.

It is important to note at this point
that the underlying statute allowing
for the donation of fetal tissue assumes

the tissue would be for
transplantations and research and
would not be sold. Further, in 1993,

former Democrat Congressman Henry
Waxman, who wrote the restrictions
into law, stated on the House floor:
“This amendment would enact the
most important safeguards to prevent
any sale of fetal tissue for any purpose,
not just the purpose of research.” He
went on and said: ‘It would be abhor-
rent to allow for the sale of fetal tissue
and a market to be created for that
sale.”

So what have these clinics done?
Well, just the opposite, it would seem.
This shows an abortion clinic charged
the middleman $11,365 for harvested
baby parts or what they call POCs,
products of conception, and blood. Ex-
hibit D2 shows the abortion -clinic
charged the middleman again, this
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time $9,060, for harvested baby parts
and blood even though the clinic did
not incur any additional expense in the
harvesting process.

This is the very market Congressman
Waxman called abhorrent, and he was
right. It is abhorrent. How callous does
one have to be to rob a baby of life and
then charge others for the pieces of the
corpse? This is beyond disturbing.

Just as disturbing, the Select Inves-
tigative Panel on Infant Lives also
found that women’s privacy rights ap-
pear to have been violated in the proc-
ess. After the online order form comes
to the procurement company from a re-
searcher, it goes to the procurement
company’s technician, who is embed-
ded in the abortion clinic.

The technician then, without their
consent, reviews the woman’s medical
records to see if their baby’s age and
gender match that day’s order. If so,
the technician then goes to the woman,
befriends her, and coerces her to give
consent by lying to her—and this is a
Planned Parenthood consent form—
claiming that blood from pregnant
women and tissue that had been abort-
ed have been used to treat and find a
cure—find a cure—for such diseases as
diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, Alz-
heimer’s, cancer, and AIDS. As we
know, this is not true.

From there, the procurement techni-
cian dissects the aborted baby in order
to harvest the specific organs that
were ordered and ships them off. The
Select Investigative Panel on Infant
Lives’ investigation into this issue is
already illustrating that the clinics are
turning the sale of baby body parts
into a business, and they are making a
profit doing so.

No woman should be treated this
way. No woman should have her pri-
vate medical records given to a for-
profit company so they can use her for
financial gain. These practices are de-
plorable, and they must end.

———

WE ARE ALL MOURNING THE
SENSELESS VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, regard-
less of our party affiliation or our con-
gressional district, we are all mourning
the senseless violence and loss of life in
Orlando.

As we learn the names and the sto-
ries of each victim, our focus now turns
to how we respond, how we prevent an-
other act of terror and hate, another
tragedy to which this country has be-
come far too accustomed.

We face a multitude of shortcomings
that this Nation must account for: ac-
cess to guns designed to maximize
death and destruction as well as the
very real threat that violent extre-
mism and homegrown terrorism pose
to American lives. Two debates, it is
worth noting, that this body has re-
peatedly failed to take up.
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In the days and weeks ahead, these
issues deserve and demand our atten-
tion. But as we wrestle with the means
by which terror was expressed, we can-
not ignore the specific target it sought:
the LGBT community.

We often use words like ‘“‘indiscrimi-
nate’” when we talk about gun vio-
lence, referring to the terrifying ran-
domness these tragedies can reflect,
the sense that it could happen any-
where, anytime, to any of us. We can-
not use the term ‘‘indiscriminate”
here. While the details are still coming
to light, all signs point to a crime mo-
tivated by hateful prejudice against a
specific subset of our population.

It comes at a particularly difficult
time. This month is LGBT Pride
Month, 30 days to celebrate what it
means to be an LGBT American, to be
true to yourself, to remember the
blood, sweat, and tears that activists
and advocates have shed for genera-
tions demanding better of their coun-
try.

On Saturday afternoon, I walked
through the streets of Boston for our
Commonwealth’s annual Pride Parade.
It is one of my favorite events of the
year—the celebration, jubilation, ca-
maraderie, and energy that takes the
city by storm. The first year I partici-
pated, I had the honor of marching
with my predecessor, Congressman
Barney Frank. The year after that, I
walked with my former college room-
mate, Jason Collins, who had recently
come out as the first gay professional
athlete in a major U.S. sport.

Standing next to Congressman Frank
and Jason, I saw not only what their
presence meant to that sea of sup-
porters surrounding us, but what those
supporters mean to them: an incredible
wave of love and acceptance that they
had to fight a lifetime to see—a state-
ment of support from community and
country that most of us get to take for
granted.

This past Saturday was no different.
Love and tolerance emanated from
every sidewalk, every storefront, and
every street. Yet less than 24 hours
later, we woke up on Sunday to the
devastating images of the Pulse night-
club: families and friends searching for
loved ones; heroes carrying injured vic-
tims in their arms to a nearby hos-
pital; strangers waiting in line for
hours to donate blood; a community
far too accustomed to violence and
hate forced to confront a painful
truth—that for all of our recent strides
and successes, this country continues
to give discrimination against the
LGBT community a home.

While this body stands firmly united
in heartbreak and horror over what
transpired on Sunday morning, we can-
not ignore the example that our ac-
tions—or inactions—have helped set.
Our Nation was founded on a sacred
promise of equal treatment under the
law; yet, even today, we still fall short.

When we allow some Americans to be
fired from their job because of who
they love, when we deny access to pub-
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lic accommodations because of who
you are, when we fail to end legalized
discrimination in businesses and hos-
pitals and homeless shelters, when we
set policies that treat an entire com-
munity as less worthy of our protec-
tion, then we cannot be surprised when
that prejudice takes root across the
country and rears its head with grue-
some, gut-wrenching consequences.

Bigotry begets violence. This is a les-
son our country has learned time after
time at tremendous human cost.
Today, if we are serious about respond-
ing to hate, then we have to dismantle
the policies within our Federal Govern-
ment that give it cover.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FARM CREDIT
SYSTEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. Ross) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize the 100th anniversary of
the Farm Credit System. Established
by Congress in 1916, Farm Credit’s mis-
sion is to provide a reliable source of
credit for United States farmers.

At the time of Farm Credit’s cre-
ation, credit was virtually unaffordable
or inaccessible in rural areas. Over the
next 100 years, Farm Credit helped our
Nation’s farmers survive the Great De-
pression, feed a country during World
War II, and survive nearly two decades
of a farm crisis.

Today Farm Credit provides more
than one-third of the credit needed by
those living and working in rural
America. In my home State of Florida,
Farm Credit is the largest single lender
to agriculture. It is made up of people
like a good friend of mine, Al Bellotto,
a World War II hero who survived Iwo
Jima and Okinawa, came back home
and served for 35 years as the chairman
of the Farm Credit of Central Florida
and is now a chairman emeritus and
member of Florida’s Agricultural Hall
of Fame. It is people like him who
make sure that Farm Credit is dedi-
cated to the people and to the business
of agriculture, the heart and lifeblood
of the United States.

It is my hope that the Farm Credit
System will continue to support our
Nation’s great farmers, that our agri-
cultural industry will thrive, and in 100
years a future Representative of cen-
tral Florida will be on this floor cele-
brating Farm Credit’s 200th anniver-
sary.

Happy anniversary, Farm Credit.

———

TRAGEDY HAS ONCE AGAIN
STRUCK OUR NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. NADLER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, this week
tragedy once again struck our Nation
when the deadliest mass shooting in
American history occurred in an LGBT
nightclub in Orlando early Sunday
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